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formed. The reptiles divided into two main branches, one of which led to Dinosaurs and to birds; the other to mammals, and ultimately to Man. Owing possibly to a severe glacial epoch in early Permian time, both branchesl acquired warm blood, which protected them from the extreme rigours of the age. But at first the mammals showed no signs of their future greatness; they were small and humble creatures, which fled precipitately on the approach of the carnivorous reptiles. Throughout the vast era of Mesozoic time, Dinosaurs (mostly not carnivorous) were monarchs of the Earth. Of immense size and high specialization, they entirely dominated the land surface of the Earth; and we can well imagine our small mammalian ancestors scuttling away at their approach into the nearest thicket of ferns or cycads. Had some denizen of another planet visited our Earth during this period, and had he been addicted to teleological explanations, it would have been obvious to him that the great Dinosaurs, walking on their two hind-legs, were the lords of creation. He would have noticed that it was an age of reptiles, for whose sustenance an all-wise Creator had supplied a number of small hairy creatures, running timidly on all-fours, but not too difficult to catch. He would scarcely credit the hypothesis of " civilized " man, that the Earth, the reptiles and all other forms of life, nay, even the sun, moon and stars, were really made in the interests, and for the exclusive purposes of, certain among those furry quadrupeds who happen to be the ancestors of Man.
At all events, after many million years the Mesozoic period passed away; the reptiles declined from their former greatness, and left the ground comparatively free for the rise of the age of mammals. How the Reptile Cynodonts developed into mammals is not known; but after the evolution had taken place, there occurred the long stagnation already mentioned, under the heel of the reptiles. The first age of "archaic " mammals was swept away by an invasion of more modernized
1 Possibly not the Dinosaurs. H